
Mars Colonization 

Rubric (Final Presentation) 

 
Beginning – 

Not 

interested at 

this time. 
The presentation 
is at a beginning 
stage. 

 
 
 

1 - 10 pts. 

Novice – Send 

me some 

literature. 
The presentation 

may show flashes of 
quality, but could be 
improved in several 
important ways. 

 
 

11 - 14 pts. 

Proficient – 

Seems 

interesting. I 

need to go for 

a visit first. 
The presentation is 
acceptable, but 
could be improved 
in a few important 
ways.  
 

15 - 17 pts. 

Exemplary – I’m 

buying a one 

way ticket! 
The presentation is  
exemplary 

 

 

18 - 20 pts. 

Content 
 

* Points in this   

   section are  

   doubled from  

   top row  

   headers 

The 

presentation 

does not 

include 

information on 

the major 

points.  

Important 

information is 

missing, or there 

are few supporting 
details. 

 

Information is 

complete with 

basic supporting 

details, 

increasing 

audience 

knowledge at 

least to some 

degree.  

Information is 

complete and well 

supported by 

detail, significantly 

increasing the 

audience's 

knowledge of the 

topic.  
Thinking and 

Communication 

* Points in this  

   section are  

   doubled from  

   top row 

   headers 

The 

presentation 

does not 

express ideas 

clearly, 

thoroughly, or 

persuasively.  

The presentation 

seems to convey 

only limited 

understanding of 
the topic. 

 

The presentation 

conveys good 

understanding of 

the topic, with 
some lapses. 

 

The presentation 

conveys deep and 

thorough 

understanding of 
the topic.  

 

Creativity  No evidence of 

creativity 

Limited evidence 
of creativity. 

 

Creativity is 
apparent. 

 

Presentation 

shows highly 

creative ways of 

solving the 

colonization issue. 

Organization, 

Mechanics, 

and Vocabulary  

 

 

 
 

The 

presentation 

does not 

capture the 

audience’s 

interest. 

Presentation 

needs 

organization 

and supporting 

details. 

 

The presentation 

often does not 

hold the interest of 

the audience. 
 

 

Presentation is 

confusing with 

limited supporting 
details. 

 

 

The presentation 

sometimes holds 

the interest of 
the audience. 

 

 

Presentation is 

organized, 

sometimes 

sequential, and 

sometimes 

supported by 
detail. 

The presentation 

captures audience 

attention and 

holds their interest 
throughout. 

 

Presentation is 

well organized, 

sequential, and 

well supported by 

detail. 

 



 
Organization, 

Mechanics,  

and Vocabulary  

continued 

The speaker 

does not use 

key words and 

phrases 

relevant to the 

topic. 

 

The speaker's topic 

related vocabulary 

is limited.  

 

The vocabulary is 

appropriate to 

the topic. There 

may be some 
lapses. 

 

The speaker 

demonstrates a 

rich vocabulary 

appropriate to the 
topic.  

 
Visual Aids 

(these are 

illustrations or 

models that 

are hand made 
by you) 

 

There are none 

to less of the 

required 

number of 

presentation 

aids, aids show 

minimal effort. 

Presentation aids 

do not enhance 

audience 

understanding, are 

confusing or lack 

detail. Are not 

integrated into the 

presentation. 

Presentation aids 

are appropriate 

to the topic but 

should be better 

integrated into 

the overall 

presentation and 

would benefit 

from greater 

detail. 

Presentation aids 

are clearly linked 

to the material, 

well executed with 

much detail, and 

informative to the 

audience. Visuals 

are very well 

integrated into 

the presentation. 

The “form” of the 

dwelling obviously 

follows the 

“function.” 
Presentation 

 

Control of 

speaking tone, 

clarity, and 

volume is not 

evident. 

 

Speaker is 

visibly nervous 

and does not 

convey interest 

in the topic. 

Speaker does 

not make eye 

contact with 
audience. 

 

Physical 

gesture and 

awareness of 

facial 

expression are 
absent.  

 

Clarity of speech is 

uneven; delivery is 
halting. 

 

 

Speaker is not 

completely sure of 

topic and appears 

nervous or 
disengaged. 

Limited or sporadic 

eye contact with 
audience. 

 

Limited or 

inappropriate use 

of physical gesture 

and facial 
expression.  

 

Good speaking 

voice; recovers 

easily from 

speaking errors. 

 

Speaker is in 

command of the 

topic but appears 

slightly nervous 
in delivery. 

Good eye contact 

with audience 

throughout most 

of the 
presentation. 

Use of physical 

gesture and 

facial expression 

is good, but 

appears forced 

or artificial at 

times.  

 

Strong, clear 

speaking voice 

easily understood 

by audience. 

 

Speaker conveys 

confidence in 

talking about the 

topic. 

 

Excellent eye 

contact with 

audience 

throughout 
presentation. 

Use of physical 

gesture and facial 

expression 

conveys energy 
and enthusiasm.  

 



 


